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Abstract:

How are language differences recorded in our minds? I shall first introduce Word Grammar, which claims that language is an 'inheritance network' of atomic concepts, and that this network has no natural boundaries between it and the rest of cognition. I shall then suggest how our minds might distinguish one language from another, according to different degrees of 'lingualism' from monolingualism (where we merely know the name of the language) to full bilingualism. I shall also introduce the WG theory of language use, in which spreading activation plays a major part. The WG theories of lingualism and use will provide the background for a discussion of situational code switching and sentence-internal code-switching.
